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Detailed Action 

This office action is in response to the correspondence received on July 5, 2005. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form 
the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless (b) the invention was patented or described in a 
printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than 
one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

2. Claims 1-18 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Farinacci et al 

(US Pat. No. 5,519,704), hereafter referred to as Farinacci. 

3. As to Claims 1, 4, and 7: 

Receiving a request to perform a task for a plurality of devices over a network (column 
5, lines 50-53); Performing said task using a multicast message communicated over 
said network (column 5, lines 55-57); Receiving a request to complete said task from at 
least one device (see column 5, lines 53-55); Determining whether said task was 
completed for said at least one device (see column-5, lines line 60-63); and Performing 
said task using a unicast message communicated over said network in accordance with 
said determination (see column 5, lines 64-67). 



4. As to Claims 2, 5 and 13: 
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Wherein said determining whether said task was completed for said at least one device 
comprises: Receiving an identifier for said at least one device; Searching a task status 
table using said identifier; Retrieving a status indicator associated with said identifier; 
and Determining whether said task was completed for said at least one device using 
said status indicator (see column 2, lines 57-63). 

5. As to Claims 3, 6, 8, and 11: 

Wherein said receiving said request to complete said task from at least one device 
comprises: Determining whether said at least one device is in communication with said 
network; and Sending said request to complete said task from said at least one device 
(see column 53-55). 

6. As to Claim 9: 

A storage medium: Said storage medium including stored instructions that, when 
executed by a processor, result in receiving a request to perform a task for a plurality of 
devices over a network (see column 5, lines 50-53), performing said task using a 
multicast message communicated over said network (see column 5, lines 55-57), 
receiving a request to complete said task from at least one device (see column 5, lines 
53-55), determining whether said task was completed for said at least one device, and 
performing said task using a unicast message communicated over said network in 
accordance with said determination (see column 5, lines 60-67). 
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7. As to Claim 10: 

Wherein the stored instructions, when executed by a processor, further result in 
determining whether said task was completed for said at least one device by receiving 
an identifier for said at least one device, searching a task status table using said 
identifier, retrieving a status indicator associated with said identifier, and determining 
whether said task was completed for said at least one device using said status indicator 
(see column 2, lines 57-63). 

8. As to Claim 12: 

A storage medium; Said storage medium including stored instructions that, when 
executed by a processor, result in receiving a request to send information to a plurality 
of devices (see column 5, lines 50-53), sending said information to said plurality of 
devices using a broadcast message (see column 5, lines 55-57), receiving a request for 
said information from at least one device (see column 5, lines 53-55), determining 
whether said at least one device received said information, and sending said 
information to-said at least one device using a unicast message in accordance with said 
determination (see column 5, lines 60-67). 

9. As to Claim 14: 

Wherein the stored instructions, when executed by a processor, further result in 
receiving a request for said information by connecting said at least one device to said 
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network and sending said request for said information from said at least one device (see 
column 5, lines 60-67). 

10. As to Claim 15: A storage medium; said storage medium including stored , 
instructions that, when executed by a processor, result in receiving a request to perform 
a task for a plurality of devices over a network (see column 5, lines 50-53), performing 
said task using a multicast message communicated over said network (see column 5, 
lines 55-57), receiving a request to complete said task from at least one device and an 
identifier for said at least one device (see column 53-55), searching a task status table 
using said identifier, retrieving a status indicator associated with said identifier, 
determining whether said task was completed for said at least one device using said 
status indicator (see column 2, lines 57-63), and performing said task using a unicast 
message communicated over said network in accordance with said determination (see 
column 5, lines 60-67). 

1 1. As to Claim 16: Wherein the stored instructions, when executed by a processor, 
further result in receiving said request to complete said task from at least one device by 
connecting said at least one device to said network, and sending said request to 
complete said task from said at least one device (see column 5, lines 60-67). 

12. As to Claim 17: A server, said server having a task handler module to manage 
complete of a task for a plurality of target devices using a multicast message; A plurality 
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of target devices, said plurality. of target devices each having a task finisher module to 
request completion of said task if uncompleted; and A network to communicate 
information between said server and said plurality of target devices to complete said 
task (see column 4, lines 40-47). 

1 3. As to Claim 1 8: Further comprising a task handler module for each of said plurality 
of target devices to complete said task for said plurality of target devices (see column 4, 
lines 40-47). 

Response to Remarks 

The amendment received on July 5, 2005 has been carefully examined but is not 
deemed fully persuasive. Within the amendment, no changes had been made to the 
claim language itself. Instead, the applicant's representative expressed their concerns 
over the office action previously submitted. In particular, the applicant's representative 
expressed concern over the claimed term "task." An explanation based on details from 
the specifications was provided regarding the term "task" in an effort to explain to the 
examiner how the prior art lacked it's teaching. In response, the examiner reviewed the 
explanation provided and reviewed the prior art and has concluded to stand by the 
rejection presented within the previous office action. The term "task" is defined by the 
applicant's representative as being a set of actions that may be applied to a network 
node. This included copying a file, installing software and sending batch data such as 
email amongst other possibilities. With the applicant's representative's definition at 
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hand, the examiner reviewed the prior art and concluded that "tasks" are indeed 
performed by the prior art design. For instance, within the cited portion of column 5, 
lines 50-53, a "query packet" is transferred. When a "query packet" is received by a 
node, it is inherent that the node must process (a task) the packet in order for the node 
to fulfill the query request of the query packet. Further evaluation of the patent will 
reveal various other processes (tasks) that are performed by nodes that are sufficient to 
be qualified as "tasks" as defined by the applicant's representative. The applicant's 
representative also notes that a "reply packet" is not equivalent to a "request to 
complete the task." Once again, it is inherent that a reply packet is a response packet, 
in response to a query packet and it must be transferred to finish/complete a ping/query. 
It must also be remembered that when a packet is received and/or transmitted, it must 
be processed (a task). Hence, a task is completed. 



Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
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the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Azizul Choudhury whose telephone number is (571) 
272-3909. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Rupal Dharia can be reached on (571) 272-3880. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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